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IN our last Number we inserted a letter from the Rev. E. Hen- 
derson, giving an encouraging account of the progress of the Bible 
cause in Russia. By the late arrivals, we have received other let- 
ters of that distinguished friend to the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures ; also other intelligence of the most cheering description 
concerning Bible aid Missionary exertions in various parts of the 
world. The following very recent communication from our worthy 
and obliging correspondent at Liverpool will doubtless be wad 
with no ordinary satisfaction. To souls susceptible of the elevating 
emotions of virtuous praise, and emulous of that distinction which 
is derived from being foremost in acts of beneficence to their fel- 
low creatures, and in promoting the glory of God, the encomium 
which is passed upon the Christian females of this country, whose 
example bas produced the noble effects stated in the communica- 
tion, must be as gratifying, as it is honourable to that sex, whose 
praise-worthy deeds we have so often occasion to notice. 


FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY AT LIVERPOOL. 
Extract of a Letter to the Editor of the Christian Herald, dated, 


LiverPoot, 25 March, 1817. 

Dear siR, He 
‘* A Ladies’ Society for this town and neighbourhood has this day 
been formed under very favourable auspices. The patronage already 
obtained for the society is flattering; the Right Honourable the 
Countess of Derby, the Right Honourable Lady Stanley, Mrs. Can- 
ning, and several other ladies of rank and influence, having patron- 
ized it, a liberal subscription was entered into atthe close of the 
meeting, which was held for the purpose of organizing the society ; 
associations are about immediately to be formed, for the purpose 
of carrying the distribution of the scriptures into complete effect 
throughout the town and neighbourhood ; and an association.of 
Female Domestics is about to be also organized on Friday, un- 
der the direction of the Committee, for the purpose of supplying 
this useful class of the community with the lively oracles of God. 
‘* Thus you will perceive, we are determined to keep pace in ex- 
ertions for the cause of Christ with our brethren and sisters on the 
other side of the Atlantic ; and it will, I am persuaded, be not a 
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little gratifying to you to learn, that the example of the female 
worthies of New-York, Philadelphia, Boston, and other towns in 
the United States, has been mainly instrumental in bringing about 
the establishment of a society, which promises greatly to surpass 
in efficiency the gentlemen’s society, and to promote, under God, 
the eternal welfare of many immortal souls. ‘‘ As iron sharpeneth 
iron, so doth a man the countenance of his friend.” 

As I am not sure whether I have before given you the following 
extract of a letter from Mr. Henderson or not, I subjoin it, under the 
conviction; that it will be found interesting. 

Believe me, dear sir, 
Your’s, &c. 


S H 
Extract of a Letter from Reo. E. Henderson, dated, 
Bisie-society House, St. Pevenssurcnu, Dec. 29, O. S. 1816. 





‘« It is pleasing to observe, that in its progress towards the at- 
fainment of the grand end of its establishment, the Russian Bible 
Society has been instrumental in awakening the attention, and call- 
ing forth the zeal and cooperation of all ranks and classes of men. 
Of the distinguished liberality of his Imperial Majesty, you have 
already been furnished with numerous proofs, of which the gift of 
the house, ftom which your correspondent addresses you, is none 
of the least. It is truly a noble building. It is 3 and 1-2 stories 
in height ; is built of stone, and stands completely isolated on the 
east side of St. Catharine’s Canal, ona portion of ground attached to 
the gardens of the Summer Palace. What renders the situation pe- 
culiarly remarkable, is its commanding the view of the churches 
belonging to most of the confessions, the members of which it'is 
designed to supply with the words of eternal life. Nor must J 
omit noticing, that the next house towards the south, is the famous 
mansion formerly occupied by the Jesuits, who were obliged te 
decamp before the Bible Society could settle in the vicinity: so 
diametrically opposite to each other are these two bedies in their 
object and principles of action. In the interior of the house are 
propetly two divisions, to which there is a separate entrance from 
either end, as well as a principal stair in the middle from the court. 
The first floor in the one end is chiefly occupied by the Deposi- 
tory. On the second, are the principal lodging apartments, one of 
which will be appropriated: to the use of the Committee ; the third 
floor contains the rooms of the depository, &c. The other end of 
the house is at present occupied by the printing, but it will be used 
as ‘dwellings for the printers when the new office is ready. This 
office stands directly behind the house, and consists of a ground 
and upper floor; the one for the stereotype foundery, and the 
other for the printing. There is also a considerable plot of ground 
along with the house, which will make an excellent garden. Of 
the productive zeal of many of the first dignitaries of the Greek 
Church, Mr. Paterson has not failed from time to time to give your 
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an account. But have you heard the anecdote of the cn1mNEey sweem 
er? A masterof this profession called lately at the house of a gen- 
tleman who is a member of the Committee, and after making some 
observations on the utility’ of the institution, presented it with a do- 
nation of twenty-five roubles! The gentleman remonstrated, that 
this sum was certainly more than his circumstances would allow 
him to give, but in vain: he begged to have his name put down 
for the same sum annually ; and crowned his donation with the ge- 
nerous offer to clean the chimneys of the Bible Society house gratis, 
which mnst otherwise have cost the Society at least 100 roubles per 
annum. In the Tauridian peninsula, the Theodosian Bible So- 
ciety has been very successful in calling the attention of the Rus- 
sian soldiery to the importance of the Bible cause. These brave 
warriors, who have so nobly assisted in emancipating Europe from 
the ‘iron fetters of despotism, are now coming forward as volun- 
teers in the service of the Lord of hosts, against more formidable 
and more dangerous foes. Officers, privates, invalids, and in some 
instances whole companies have contributed to the funds of the So- 
ciety. In one quarter, upwards of 300 roubles have been collect- 
ed in this way ; nor is it in this part of the army alone that an in- 
terest has been excited. An Auxilliary Society has lately been 
established at Mohileu, the Russian Head Quarters, and copies of 
the scriptures have been ordered by the Russian division serving 
in France. In short, the word of God grows and multiplies. It 
runs through this mighty empire, has a free course, (no postage 
either on letters or parcels) and is glorified !” 


ORD 6 Gmae 


[The following extracts are from the last quarterly publication 
ef the Correspondence of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
dated Feb. 12th 1817.] 


From the Rev. Professor Leander Van Ess. Marburg, August 29, 
1816. 


I am solicited by multitudes who hunger and thirst after the 
Word of God. I could easily dispose of above 30,000 copies of 
my New Testament among Catholics, and of several thousands of 
Luther’s Bible, among Protestants, particularly those with a large 
print. I have no more Bibles of Luther’s version left ; all the 
store in hand consists of a few hundred New Testaments ; and I 
am truly concerned for the people who crowd around my house 
for Bibles, as well as for those who overwhelm me with written 
applications. My heart is almost broken at being obliged to send 
them away empty. May your noble Society not slacken in its 
generous efforts, but continue to do good, and to work while it is 
yet day, before the night sets in. May your Society continually 
hear the voice of multitudes offering up thanks for the peace and 
consolation which they bave found in the Word of God; let it at- 
tend to the supplications ef thousands still hungering after the 
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heavenly manna ; and may the God of,mercy, who never leaves 
unrewarded those who dispense only a cup of cold water to the 
thirsty, incline your hearts to relieve these spiritual necessities ! 

From a Catholic Gentleman in Swabia. December 18, 1816. 

Tuanyxs to your Committee, the seed of the Word. of God is now 
sown ; many, many a good soil has kindly received it. God will 
give it increase. A growth in divine knowledge, and an inerease 
in faith and love to Jesus Christ, are already visible in many 
thousand souls. May it continue to prosper, and bring forth the 
fruit of the kingdom of God, both here on earth, and beyond the 
grave, where hope will be exchanged for a brighter and eternal 
contemplation of the glory of God! 

A desire after the heavenly book of the New Testament shows 
itself among ail classes, and is continually increasing. A great 
number of the Clergy in this Diocese are actively engaged in 
promoting a more universal knowledge of it. The moral effects, 
likely to be produced, are incalculable. A venerable old man of 
seventy-two, Chaplain in R—, had no sooner heard that I had 
sent some copies of the New Testament to the Dean of the 
Chapter, than he ordered his horses to be put too, and drove 
immediately to the Dean, fearing all the copies might be disposed 
of, and begged to let him have two dozen, saying to him: ‘* I 
am on the brink of the grave, what legacy more precious could 
leave tomy near relations than the invaluable word of our blessed 
Redeemer.” 

[have been enabled to distribute, in the course of this year, 
9436 copies of the Testament. ; 


From the Bishop of Janina, of the Greek Church. 
Janina, January 10, 1816. 

As soon as I arrived in this place from Cyprus, I undertook, 
with renewed courage, to distribute the Modern Greek New Testa- 
ment among my beloved people ; and, I assure you, that at Candia, 
Cyprus, Rhodes, and wherever I was, I met with a great disposie 
tion to receive the Scriptures, and many applications from a 
distance. 

I get what I can for the Testaments, but I never lose an op- 
portunity of disposing of one, when a poor well-disposed head of a 
family, or an indigent clergyman, or a poor caravanist, desires 
to acquire it gratuitously. We are ardently desirous to have in our 
hands the whole Scriptures in Modern Greek ; and it never bap- 
pens, when we meet together on the Sabbath day, in our place of 
worship, that we are not excited to pray for the welfare of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, that it may extend its labours 
of love, and give plenty of Bibles in the vernacular Greek and 
Arabic languages. 


From the Rev. R. Morrison. 
Canton, China, June 8, 1816. 
Iue libera} grant ef 1000/. made by the British and Foreign. 
Bible Society, and mentioned in yours of January 6, 1815, has 
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deen drawn for by me, and shall be faithfully appropriated to the 
dbjects of the Society. ‘The second grant of the above sum, men- 
tionedin yours of September 5, 1815, shall be forthwith applied 
as therein directed. 

I have to return thanks to the Society for 100 English Bibles, 
and 100 English Testaments, sent out to my care by the ships of 
last season. I made the Chinese shopmen the distributors of 
Divine Revelation to English sailors and others. May the blessing 
of God ever attend the perusal of that sacred book. 

We shall, of course, avail ourselves of all criticisms which may 
reach us, and also compare our translations with others which have 
been made, or which may hereafter be published. I sincerely 
wish that every labourer may have his due share of the approba- 
tien of good men now, and of posterity. 

About eight months ago [ went over the whole New Testament 
with care, and marked some errors of the press which had before 
escaped me. ‘The Chinese Dictionary in which 1 am engaged, 
will gradually mature my knowledge of Chinese ; and, should 
my life be spared a few years, the improvement of the translation 
shall be a constant object with me. 

** At what period China shall bow to the sceptre of Christ,” as 
you justly remark, ‘‘ is a question with which we have no practi- 
cal concern.”’ It is our duty to employ the means we now have ; 
centuries may roll away before that submission on their part shall 
be effected. I cherish the hope, that Christian knowledge will 
gradually enter by the return of natives from the Archipelago. 
It is a good maxim with the Chinese, first to attempt what is near 
and easy, before aiming at what is remote and difficult. Let us 
pay early attention to the Chinese living under a Christian Govern- 
ment at Java, and the other Islands. From among them I trust 
God will raise up men, who shall carry the glad tidings of salva. 
tion to their countrymen on the Continent. 

I remam, Xc. 


Rev. John Owen. kh. MORRISON, 


ASIA, 


Extract of a Memoir, relative to the Progress of the Translations af 
the Sacred Scriptures ut Serampore, in the year 1815. 

In the course of the past year, the Pentateuch has been printed 
off in the Orissa language. This fully completes that Version of 
the Scriptures ; and thus the whole of «he Sacred Oraeles are now 
published in two of the languages of India—the Bengulee and the 
Orissa. 

In the Sungskrit, the Historical Books have been completed aa 
press. In this ancient language, therefore, the parent of nearly 
all the rest, three of the five parts into which we divide the 
Scriptures are both translated and published—the New Testament, 
the Pentateuch, and the Historical Books. ‘Two remain, thé 
Hagiographa, which is now put to press, and the Provhetic Books, 
the tragslation of whieh és nearly fimishe!. | 
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In the Hindee language, the Historical Books are printed off s 
three fifths of the whole Scriptures are theréfore published in thie 
language. The Hagiographa is also put to press, and the Pro- 
on Books are translated. It was mrentioned, in the last 

emoir, that the second edition of the New Testament in this 
language was nearly finished: it is now in circulation. 


In the Makratta language, the Historical Books are nearly 


| ange off : the Pentateuch and the New. Testament have been 


ong in circulation. After these, ranks the Shikh, in which the 
New Testament is printed off, and the Pentateuch printed nearly 
to the end of Exodus. 

In the Chinese, the Pentateuch is put to press; but various cir- 
cumstances have concurred to retard the printing. The method of 
printing with moveable types being entirely new in that language, 
much time is necessarily requisite to bring it to a due degree of 
pereection. The present type in which we are printing, is the 
ourth in size which we have cut, each of which has sustained a 
ales reduction. This last, im which we are printing both the 

entateuch and the Epistles, is so far reduced, that, while a 
beautiful legibility is preserved, the whole of the Old Testament 
will be comprised in little more than the size of an English Octavo 
Bible, and the New Testament will be brought into nearly the 
same number of pages as an English New Testament. The 
translation of the Old Testanient is advanced nearly to the end of 
the Prophet Ezekiel. 

In the Telinga language, the New Testament is more than half 
through the press. In the Bruj, also the New Testament is 
printed nearly to the end of the Epistle to the Romans. Three of 
the Four Gospels are finished in the Pushtoo or Affghan language, 
the Bulochee, and the Assamese. ‘Those in which St. Matthew is 
either finished, or nearly so, are, the Kurnata, the Kuncuna, the 
Mooltanee, the Sindhee, the Kashmeer, the Bikaneer, the Nepal, 
the Ooduypore, the Marawar, the Juypore, the Khassee, and the 
Burman languages. | ; 

S44 
WESLEYAN MISSIONS. 
Vindication of the Missionaries in the West-Indies. 

Tue conduct of Missionaries in the West-Indies having been the 
subject of remark in Parliament, we are happy to give circulation 
to the statements and reasonings of the Committee on this import- 
ant matter, and their forcible appeal to the common sense and 
conscience of mankind. 

In presenting the state of this Mission, the Committee cannot 
refrain from adverting to those charges which, in different publica- 
tions, and elsewhere, have been urged against the attempts made 
by the Methodists, and others, to christianize the Negro Slave 
Population of the West-India Colonies. Instruction has been re- 
presented as indirectly tending to produce insubordination; and 
the Missionaries, as, in some instances, the direct and zealous in- 
Stigators of insurrection and disorder. The dreadful and lamenta- 
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ble catastrophe at Barbadoes was attributed to these causes ; and, 
to make the deeper impression, it was pretended, that the slaves 
in the other islands were ready to follow the example ; and that 
one necessary means of precaution against the apprehended evil, 
was to impose restrictions upon, or totally to prohibit, the preach- 
ing, and especially the itinerant preaching, of Missionaries. 

Such are the allegations which have been urged against Mis- 
sionary Labours, in those important dependencies of the British 
Empire: and, as far as they made their appearance in a late de- 
bate, on the Slave Registry Bill, in the House of Commons, they 
met with a sufficient refutation, in the full and honourable testi- 
mony borne to the peaceable and proper conduct, and the useful 
exertions, of the Methodist and, Moravian Missionaries, by his 
Majesty’s Ministers. And the Committee feel themselves bound 
to acknowledge, in the most respectful manner, the prompt and 
able assistance, rendered by Joseph Butterworth, Esq. in Parlia- 
ment, on the occasion. By his exertions, the attentidn of the 
House was called to those unexpected charges, which had been 
made on a preceding evening: and the whole issued in such ex- 
planations, on the part of those who, from insufficient or mislead- 
ing information, had expressed suspicions of the conduct of the 
Missionaries ; and such testimonies, on the part of his Majesty’s 
Government, as must have convinced the Public, not only of the 
innocence of their demeanour, but of the connection of their la- 
bours with the civil improvement and happiness of the ‘islands. 

The Committee can boldly assert, that none of the Methodist 
Missionaries, in any of the islands, can justly be charged with 
preaching sedition and insurrection. On the contrary, as THEY 
HAVE BEEN CONSSANTLY INSTRUCTED, they have avoided all inter- 
ference in the civil relations between masters and their slaves ; 
have inculcated submission, diligence, and fidelity, as essential 
branches of Christian Morality ; and have, in all cases, subjected 
to reproof, or excluded from the Society, all who have failed in 
those duties. So established has been the character of the religious 
slaves for loyalty, that, in some of the islands, under the appre- 
hension of hostile invasion, Methodist and Moravian Negroes have 
been employed for military purposes, to the exclusion of all 
others: and so fully has it been understood, in the West-Indies, 
that the Negroes taught by the Missionaries become superior to 
those who are left in their Pagan ignorance and vice, in industry, 
sobriety, and faithfulness ; that their price at the public auctions 
has been greatly advanced, by the statement of the fact, that 
they were Religious Negroes, 

Evidence of this kind might be collected from every island, 
where the religious instruction of the slaves has been permitted ; 
and, so utterly unconnected was the insurrection at Barbadoes 
with Missionary Operations, that it is a fact, which well deserves 
notice, that they have been met there with more than usual resist- 
ance ; that very little has at any time been done toward the in- 
lnstruction of the Negroes ; and that, at the time of the insurrection, 
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and for many months preceding, there was no Methodist Missionary 
on the island. ‘The fair inference, indeed, from the whole view of 
the case is—and an inference not of friends only, but of enemies, 
—that if the slaves of Barbadoes had been diligently instructed 
and brought under the influence of the Gospel, no such event 
would have taken place. 

The oppsition which has, at different times, been manifested iu 
the West-Indies, to the communication of religious instruction to 
the coloured population, has neyer been able to ground itself upon 
a single instance of the pernicious tendency of knowledge and 
Christianity. Such a pretence can never be admitted, by any 
man who either understands the nature, necessary operation, and 
influence of truth and godliness ; or has paid any attention to that 
mass of evidence, in favour of the effects of Christianity upon 
the civil quiet and happiness of mankind, which has been rolled 
down the stream of past ages, for the instruction and direction of 
the present. 7 

To convert the enslaved blacks of our Colenies, is no new pro- 
ject. It has entered into the plans of Christian Philanthropists, 
both of the Established Church and of other religious denomina- 
tions. ‘The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and the 
Christian knowledge Society, made this one part of their plans. 
It engaged the attention and deep concern of that excellent pre- 
late, Bishop Porteus ; and it is a work, which will call into active 
operation the zeal and piety of British Christians, so long as the 
value of immortal souls is appreciated, and the political interests 


of the whole empire are rightly understood. An empire founded . 


upon ignorance and vice, and which attempts to support itself by 
the worst species of exclusion as to any part of its subjects, (their 
exclusion from the privileges and blessings of its religion,) is an 
empire without a rooi and without foundation: it is unblest by 
man, and has no claim to the blessing of God. A column on the 
sand is a feeble emblem of its frailty. 

The Committee, therefore, fully persuaded, that, in prosecut- 
ing the work in the West-Indies, they are accomplishing the best 
ends of patriotism as well as of piety, again cqgmmend this de- 
partment of their Missionary System to the benevolence of the 
public. The prejudices which prevailed, in some places, and 
among some persons in the islands, against the instruction of the 
slaves, are gradually giving place.to better views. Like the op- 
position formerly made at home against the education of the poor, 
they must yield to more extensive experience, and a calmer con- 
sideration of the subject ; and nothing is necessary, but a prudent 
and inoffensive perseverance on the part of the friends of Mis- 
sions, and a simple dependance on the Divine Aid, to make their 
cause triumphant over the ignorance and vices of the children of 
Africa, and over prejudice and opposition themselves. 

The Committee can vouch for the general character and peace- 
able demeanour of the Missionaries. ‘They are connected with 
no political party. ‘They are even wholly unconnected with 
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those great political philanthropists of the country, whose labours 
in the British Senate for the melioration of the state of Africa and 
the condition of her sons, have crowned them with imperishable 
honours, and allied their names to the grateful recollections of 
succeeding ages. THEY HAVE NO POLITICAL OBJECT WHATEVER. 
Their work is wholly to instruct the ignorant, to reclaim the vi- 
cious, and to save souls. To these sole and exclusive objects, 
their attention has been constantly directed by the Committee ; 
and, if any of them have failed to prosecute this design by all 
peaceable and inoffensive means, or mixed with it any other and 
foreign object, none can be found more anxious than the Com- 
mittee, to obtain knowledge of the fact, and to subject the party 
to censure or recal. But the Committee know of no such facts ; 
they believe that none such exist ; and they can, therefore, com- 
mend the Missionaries employed in the West-Indies-to the con- 
fidence and patronage of the religious public, as men who have 
made ‘* full proof of their ministry, by pureness, by knowledge, 
by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love un- 
feigned, by honour and dishonour, by evil report and geod re. 
port; as deceivers, and yet true ; as poor, but making many rich.” 
Number of Members. 

After a brief survey of the state of the Missions in the different 
Islands, the Report gives an enumeratiun of the Members in con- 
nection with the Society in the West-Indies, the total number of 
which is 18,938. 

The whole net increase of members in the West-Indies, for the 
present year, is, therefore, 1082: and, when it is considered, 
that the Societies there have a regular discipline of the same kind 
as that of the Methodist Societies at home, a discipline which the 
Missionaries are constantly enjoined to enforce, there is suflicient 
reason to conclude, tbat the increase of members in the West-In- 
dies, which, through the Divine Blessing, has been yearly 
experienced, is an increase, generally, of real converts to truth 
and righteousness ; over whom Christian Benevolence may rejoice 
with peculiar satisfaction, as men turned from Pagan darkness to 
light and from the power uf Satan unto God. A far greater 
number have been brought under the instructions of the Gospel], as 
regular hearers ; and the general state of this Mission, which has 
already placed the benefits of Christianity within the reach of at 
least one third of the Negro Population of the British Colonies in 
the West-Indies, promises, in conjunction with the efforts of other 
Christians, at no very distant period, and should no obstacles be 
interposed by ungrounded tears and a false policy, entire!y to 
banish African Superstition from the Islands ; to afford religious 
instruction to the mind of every slave ; and, by nnyplanting the 
principles of true religion, to effect, not only individual happincss 
and improvement, but the political advancement and security of 
those interesting portions of the british empire. 

To this scene of Missionary labour, the last year has added the 
important station of St. Domingo. To that part of the island 
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which is under the Presidency of Petion, the Committee have ap- 
pointed two Missionaries ; the special permission of the Govern- 
ment having been promptly ebtained. The number of inhabit- 
ants, the religious and civil freedom enjoyed in that State, the 
want of Ministers, and the general desire of the people to be 
assisted in their religious concerns, are circumstances which seem 
to give to this new enterprise the sanction of a Providential de- 
signation, and afford great hope of the happiest results, 
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BXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF GNADENTHAL, CAPE OF GOOD-HOPE. 


Philip, a converted Hottentot, on his return from the country, 
related, that the Baas (his master) had been quite pleased to see 
him, having been lately deeply concerned on account of his own 
unregenerate and unhappy state, without the knowledge of God, 
and any enjoyment of spiritual comfort, and that he was now 
searching after what was good.. He one day went with Philip 
along the beach, to catch fish, when the following conversation 
took place. Farmer. ‘ I am nota little surprised, Philip, to see 
how the wretched, drunken Hottentots, when they get to Gnaden- 
thal, and hear the word of God, truly receive grace and mercy, 
and become quite another kind of people. I was born a Christian, 
and instructgd in religion from my childhood ; I possess a bible, 
and frequently read in it, and I find all this wanting in me.”— 
Philip. ‘“ Yes, Baas; I can’t read, but I have retained in my 
memory what I have heard read out of the word of God. (He 
then related the parable of the Jabourers in the vineyard who were 
called to work at different hours of the day, and yet all received 
the same compensation. Matthew xx.) 

«« My Baas, it is with you as with the man that had worked so 
Jong in the vineyard. You have from your childhood been taught 
to read and to pray, and we poor.Hottentots have but a few years 
ago heard the word of God: that our Saviour has thought us worthy 
of such grace, and bestows so much blessing upon us, even in this 
world, is what we could never have deserved ; but, my dear Baas, 
do not be displeased with our Lord, because he is so good.— 
Neither have you deserved what He has given to you, but He will 
give you yet more, if you are thankful, and obey the voice of His 
Holy Spirit.” During this conversation the farmer seemed much 
affected, and at last began to weep, and said: * Philip, I never 
understood these things as I now hear you explain them. Have 
you been admitted to the Holy Communion ?” Philip. “ Yes Baas! 
and you certainly partake;of the same favour.” ‘‘ I do,” replied 
the farmer. Philip. ‘* May I ask how often you have received 
the sacrament?” Farmer, ‘‘ Only once in my life, for I fee! 
myself unworthy of it,” Philip. ‘* My Baas, suffer me to advise 
you. Seek to know Jesus as your Saviour; surrender your heart 
to Him, and go the next time to the sacrament ; for in that we re- 
ceive heavenly food for our souls, and divine strength to support 
our feeble faith ; and in the wine and bread we enjoy spiritually 
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His body broken for us, and His blood shed for the remission of 
our sins.” The farmer afterwards followed the Hottentot’s ad- 
vice, and found himself greatly comforted and blessed by his at- 
tendance at the Lord’s table in his parish church. When Philip 
some time after called again upon him, to excuse himself, that he 
had been prevented by illness from finishing some work he had 
given him to do, the farmer gave no answer to any thing he said, 
which made Philip think that he was angry with him, and he 
therefore went away. But having gone a field’s length from the 
house, he returned, and repeated his request, that the farmer would 
excuse and forgive him, and tell him so. The farmer replied : 
‘‘ Philip, I was not angry with you, | was only considering what 
I should do for you, and now I give you twelve measures of corn, 
just as much as I should have done, if you had finished your job; 
for I acknowledge you to be my teacher, and have to thank you for 
the great good I have enjoyed: therefore | owe you much more 
than I now give you.” Philip answered: ‘‘ No, Baas, you must 
indeed not talk soto me; for it might appear, as if you were not 
converted to God, but to me, and consequently made me a god. 
If 1 thought so, I would stay in my poor hut at Gnadenthal, and 
never come hither again. But if you will give the corn out of 
charity toa needy Hottentot, I will accept of it with many thanks, 
and do another job for you, instead of the former.” 


so+cC— 


JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 


Tue Rosser’s Daventer. Founded on Fact. 


As the amiable Miss Martha Field was walking one morning on 
the lawn before her father’s house, she heard a noise at the gate, 
and looking round, saw a poor little girl open it, and run towards 
her. She appeared about nine years old; she had neither shoes 
nor bonnet on, while a few patched rags, rudely hung together, 
composed her clothing. Yet, though so meanly clad, her dark 
blue eyes glistening with tears, and her rosy sunburnt face shaded 
with flowing curls, and her simple intelligent look, and the uncon 
scious wildness of her manners, much interested Miss F. as the 
little gipsey-looking girl drew near. ‘ Please Ma’m”’ said the 
child, weeping as she spoke, “‘ my mammy’s very ill, my mam- 
my’s very ill, and father says that she will die, and leave poor 
Betsey, and he told me to run to the Squire’s and beg for some 
good things to make poor mammy well again.’’ Don’t cry so my 
poor little girl,’ said Miss F. kindly and condescendingly, ‘* we'll 
try what we can do for your poor mother, and I hope she’ll soon 
get well again. Pray what is your name, and where do you live ?”’ 
‘‘ Ma’m, I’m Betsy Brown, and we live on the side of the hill in 
the forest, just by the rock, all alone by ourselves, and we hav’nt 
got any body tohelp us now mother’s ill.’’ ‘* Come into the 
kitchen, Betsey Brown, and sit by the fireside, and you shall have 
something to eat, andI’ll try what we can do for your sick mother.”’ 

Mics Field immediately went to her father, and told him all the 
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circumstances of the case, and asked him what should be done for 
the poor family. Mr. F. said that the father of the little girl was 
the notorious ‘* Bill Brown,” the robber and poacher, that he lived 
about three miles off, and that it would be too dangerous to go alone. 
“« My dear father,” replied Miss Field, + perhaps this poor woman 
is perishing in dreadful ignorance, surely it would be a great kind- 
ness to do something for her in such an awful situation ; cannot I go 
and see her ? it may perhaps do some good, and there is no time 
to be lost.” ‘* My dear Martha,” said Mr. Field, clasping his 
daughter to his bosom, * | love your kind and generous spirit, in 
compassionating the most forlorn and wretched ; go with the poor 
girl, let your brother James accompany you, and the coachman 
shall foflow you with some medicines and nourishing things which 
you aray find useful to the poor woman.” 

Miss Field immediately ran to get every thing ready ; and in a 
short time she set out, accompanied by her brother and Betsey 
Brown, and followed by the coachman. As they walked across 
the meadows, they entered into conversation with the little girl, 
and were pleased in noticing the natural quickuess and simplicity 
of the child. They found that she had been totally without in- 
struction, and could not even say her letters: she did not know 
that she had a soul, and never heard of God or Christ, except from 
her father’s oaths and blasphemies. Miss Field asked her if she 
would not be glad to go to the sunday school, to learn to read her 
book, and to become wise and good. ‘‘ O yes,” said she, ‘I 
wish daddy would let me go to the sunday school, I have often 
asked him. My cousin, Anne Jones, who has been in the school 
some time, reads so well, and has such nice pretty books given to 
her, that I should be very glad to go too, if I might.” 

Thus conversing, they came to a very dreary part of the forest, 
almost impassible ; here their little conductor showed them the 
way between the brambles and underwood, running before them, 
and pointing out theirpath. At length, in a very solitary part of the 
forest, they saw the smoke ascending from a concealed spot, and 
the little girl pointing between the trees, exclaimed, ‘ That's 
where we live Ma’am.”’ It was a rude hovel indeed, apparently 
built in an old quarry ; the walls were made of mud and sticks 
interwoven: and the roof composed of thatch and brambles. A 
lurcher dog stood centinel at the cottage door, and barked furiously 
when he saw strangers approaching; but the little girl fearlessly 
ran and hugged him round the neek; and commanded him to be 
quiet. As Betsey Brown opened the door, they saw a tall fierce 
hooking man in the house, and Miss F’s heart began to betray her ; 
but such is the effect of kindness and cendescension, even on despe- 
rate eharacters, that the robber pulled of his hat and loaded the 
kind lady and gentleman with ten thousand thanks for coming to 
visit his wife in the time of aflliction. Betsey brought a stool for 
the lady to sit down by the poor woman ; she approached to her, 
and found her in one corner of the hovel, ‘lying on a miserable bed 
of straw, covered with afew rags and an old cloak, while the blaste 
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of the forest drove pitilessly through the crevices of the mud walls. 
Miss F. found the poor woman in a very weak state indeed; but 
on giving her some cordials and. nourishing food, she revived a 
little, so as to be able to thank her for her kindness. Miss F. em- 
kraced the opportunity of speaking to her on the concerns of her 
soul. ‘* Alas !’? said the wretched woman, ‘‘ I have never thought 
of God while health continued, and now alas ! ’tis too late; I feel 
that am dying, and that withouta hope. O my poor children! 
William, William, let my poor children go to the sunday school, this 
is my dying request, in order that they may be saved from the 
miserable end of their mother.” She said this with a wild and 
agitated tone, and then fell back and groaning deeply, expired.— 
The scene was even too affecting for the stern robber, and big tears 
rolled down his hardy face, like drops of water oozing from the 
rugged rock. Poor Betsey, when she saw that her mother’s eyes 
were shut, and felt her hands growing cold, and could get no an- 
swer to her questions, did cry most piteously ; ahd her little 
brother did weep because sister wept; and all the party wept 
for grief or sympathy. ’*Tis enough to make the christian weep, 
to see a fellow-immortal on the verge of eternity, without a hope ; 
to attend the death-bed of a sinner, and hear the last mortal sigh 
as the awful introduction to never ending ‘* weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.” Oh that those who are living in sin, carer 
less of God and their never-dying souls, would lay this thought te 
heart, and consider what their situation will be on the bed ot death, 
unless they now fly for mercy to ‘‘ the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sins of the world.” 

Miss Field and her brother, after obtaining William Brown’s 
solemn promise to attend to his wife’s dying injunction and send 
the children to the sunday school, left the cottage, with many pain- 
ful feelings, after desiring the coachman to render the distressed 
family all the assistance in his power. When they returned to. 
their father’s house, the affecting scenes they had witnessed afford- 
ed them, in the moments of reflection, many solemn and salutary 
lessons, and they firmly resolved to use their most strenuous cxer- 
tions to rescue the poor children from the peculiar dangers and 
temptations to which they were exposed. 

In a few weeks, Miss Field and her Brother‘called again at the 
Cottage, and by their earnest persuasions and the girl's constant 
entreaties, William Brown at last consented to send his children 
to the sunday school, on the next Sunday, if they would give them 
some clothes, which they agreed to do. When they left the house, 
poor Betsey followed them through the forest, thanking them with 
all her heart for their great kindness. When they returned home, . 
Miss Field immediately set to work to prepare a new dress for the 
girl, and James engaged, out of his pocket money, to pay the tay- 
lor for a complete suit for the’boy. Qn Saturday the clothes were 
sent to the cottage, and when the poor children saw them, they 
thought no people inthe world would be so smart as they. As 
for Betsey, she could herdly sicep alkSatarday night for thinking of 














94 The Robber’s Daughter. 


the sunday school ; *‘ O what a fine thing it will be to go to the 
sunday chool! to see so many good children together, and to hear 
them all sing ; and to be taught by the good dearladies and gen- 
tlemen ; and for the Squire to talk to us, and to pray with us, was 
there ever so fine a thing in the world as to go to a sunday school ?”’ 
As soon as ever it was light, up jumped the little girl, and put on 
her clothes in haste, Alas! she had never learned to kneel by 
the bed side, and to beg God Almighty’s blessing : no pious mother 
taught her to lisp an infant prayer, and told her that God would 
deign to hear a child’s requests. How great the value of a pious 
mother, or father, or teacher, who instructs the young to begin and 
end the day with prayer and praise. Betsey then awoke her lit- 
tle brother and dressed him; after which they took their brown 
bread, and their porringers of milk, and soon set off on their 
journey to the school. The larks sang sweetly, the lambs played 
cheerfully, and they were as happy as either, while they walked 
across the meadows to the school. 

Soon the children approached near to the school house : ’tis a 
neat white-washed cottage in the church-yard, just by the yew 
tree. Miss Field saw the little strangers approaching ; and going 
out to meet them, she took hold of them, one in each hand, and 
fed them into the school. What a number of nice tidy looking 
boys and girls were there ; they seemed as happy as happy could 
be ! Squire Field then put down their names in a book, and told 
them to be good children, and to come to school in good time, and 
to mind what their teachers said.. ‘* Was there ever such a kind 
man in the world as Squire Field?’ said Betsey to herself. Then 
al] the children stood up and sung a hymn. How sweet are the 
notes which children raise when their gentle voices join to praise 
the God of mercy and the Saviour of sinners! ‘Then they all 
kneeled down, and Mr. Field prayed that God would bless poor 
children, and forgive all their sins for Jesus Christ’s sake, and 
make them good and wise in the days of their ycuth. How ougit 
all good children to love those wha pray with them and for them! 
Then the children went to their teacher ; they moved regularly and 
quietly totheir places, like soldiers at the word of command.— 
These were quite new scenes for poor Betsey, she had never seen 
any thing of the kind before, and was often saying to herself, 
*« What a fine thing is a sunday school !” 

When Betsey began to learn her letters, she found the work | 
very difficult at first, because she had never been accustomed to 
any thing of the kind before ; but as she was resolved to try hard, 
and her teacher kindly encouraged her, she soon improved. At 
the end of schoo] time in the morning, she found that she knew the 
three first letters, and well pleased was she to say A, B, C, and to 
know each one of these famous letters. When school was over, after 
singing a verse or two, all the children went to church, march- 
ing in a row, two and two: what a pleasing sight was this, it 
wonderfully delighted our young cottager. She was at first rather 
rude, and too fond of looking about, because she had never been 
taught better; but when she was told any thing was wrong, she 
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tried not to do so again, and always minded what was said to her. 
Soon the children were all seated im the*church, and their teachers 
with them ; Betsey was pleased to see the church quite full :—~ 
there were the Squire and his family, and his servants ; ever so 
many farmers, with their wives and their children ; and the decent 
labourers in their homely dress: and the people did pray and sing, 
and the organ played sweetly, and the parson preached excellent- 
ly : ** Surely,” said Betsey, “‘ the church is the finest place in the 
world,” 

When the service was over, our little cottage-girl and her 
brother went back to the school, to eat their bread and cheese 
which they had brought with them for dinner: while the. clear 
bubbling stream which flowed through the village, furnished them 
with a pure and wholesome beverage. In the afternoon the chil- 
dren returned to school, and Betsey felt increasing pleasure in 
learning her book, and found at the end of the sunday that she 
could say the first six letters. As the evening drew on, our sunday 
school girl walked home, and went part of the way with her cousin 
Anne ; she was quite delighted with the day’s employment; a 
new world appeared to be opening to her view, and she could 
think and talk,of nothing but the sunday school. Her cousin An~ 
ne, as they were going through the fields, told her to try and re- 
member her letters, and to say them over very often during the 
week. ‘“ Here Betsey,” said she, “‘ mind what! say, and then 
you won’t forget your letters : there’s the first, A, thatstands for your 
cousin Anne ; B stands for you Betsey, C stands for the Church, 
D for your favourite Dog, E for your brother Edward, and F will 
put you in mind of Miss Field.” «Oh what fine things these let- 
ters are,” said Betsey, ‘* which can put us in mind of so many 
things, I shall be so glad when I know all my letters, and can read 
as well as you Anne ; I do so love going to the sunday school, and 
{ shall so long all the week for next sunday to come, I wish every 
day was a Sunday.” ‘* Well, cousin, I am glad you love your 
school and this way of spending your sabbaths ; you and I can say, 
in the words of my favourite hymn, 

I have been there, and still will go, 
Tis like a little heaven below ; 

Not all my pleasure and my play, 
Shall tempt me to forget this day.” 

Betsey Brown was so pleased with these lines, that before they 
parted, she made Anne promise to teach them to her in the week, 
When Betsey and her brother arrived at home, they both thought 
that they had spent the happiest day in their lives ; and even 
when she fell asleep, in her dream, she was thinking of all'she had 
seen and heard. Poor simple-hearted children ! sleep in peace 
on your beds of straw : “ holy angels guard your heads,” nor do 
they scorn your mean abode, or overlook your lowly couches ! 


In the.next number we shall learn how Betsey Brown improved 
by atttending her sunday school. 
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The;Crown Prince of Sweden, has presented, besides 40,000 
dollars to the establishment for Swedish invalids—12,000 dollars 
to two work-houses here—9000 dollars to two poor-houses— 10,000 
dollars to a Foundling Hospital—to the fund for the Bashful Poor, 
Corenenetts arme,) 5000 dollars—and to the establishment for the 

eaf and Dumb, 4000 dollars—beside these, great sums are men- 
tioned for improving the metropolis—for presents to several Gene+ 
rals and Officers—for loans to the land-owners, peasants, manufac- 
turers, and to the service of distressed families. In all this we 
recognize, the Prince, who once, when he was the General of a 
hostile army, caused bread to be distributed during the winter, at 
his expense, to the poor in Hanover.—Stockholm paper. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The following Societies have declared themselves auziliary to 
the National Institution : 

‘‘ The Hampden B. S.”’ (Massachusetts. ) 

“ The Lynchburg B. S.”’ (Virginia.) 

“The Auxiliary Female B. S. of the County of St. Lawrence.” 
(N. Y.) instituted in February, 1817. 

‘* The Seneca County B. S.’’ (N. Y.) formed in April, 1817. 

** The B.S. of Cumberland County,” (Pa.) formed 2d April, 1817. 

Also, at Connelsville, (Pa.) it has been resolved to form a Bible 
Society, auxiliary to the American Bible Society.—A meeting for 
organizing the. same is announced for the Ist May instant. 

These make the number of auxiliaries to the American Bible So- 
ciety to be Ninety-three. 


BIBLES PRESENTED FOR THE LIBRARY OF THE AMERICAN B. S. 


April 16. By Rev. F. C. Shaeffer, A German Bible, Luther's, 
Quarto, Germantown, (Pennsylvania) 1776. ‘The first edition of 
a Bible in the European language printed in America. 

By Dr. David Hosack, The Bible, English, Folio, printed in 
Philadelphia for John Thompson and Abraham Small, from the hot 
press of J. Thompson, 1798. 

20th April. By Mrs. Minto of Princeton, (N. J.) an English 
Bible, Quarto, Cambridge, Field, 1668. This Bible was used te 
correct the first quarto edition of Collins’s Bible, ‘Trenton, (N. J.) 
1791, as the most perfect Standard Copy of the English Bible that 
could at that period be procured in this country. : 

April 28th. By Samuel Bayard, Esq. of Princeton, (N. J.) A 
French Bible, with notes from the Flemish Bible of Deodati and 
others, Maps and Tables. The whole arranged by Samuel Dema- 
rets, Doctor and Professor of Theology in the University of Groen- 
ingen and vicinity, and Henry Demerets, his son, Pastor of the 
French Church of Delft. 2 Volumes L. & D.Elzevier, Amster- 
dam, 1659. 

By Messrs. Kirk and Mercein, Scott’s Bible, 6 Volumes, 8vo. 
Whiting and Watson, N. York, 1810. 

3y Egbert Benson, Esq a Dutch Bib!c, with Psalms set to mu- 
sic, 24 mo. Dordrecht, 1718. 





